[Cystic pneumatosis of the colon. Report of 3 cases and review of the literature].
Pneumatosis cystoides intestinalis (PCI) is a rare entity in which gas is found in cysts located in the intestinal wall. PCI is a sign, not a disease; therefore, its relevance should be interpreted within the whole clinical context. PCI has been found in several distinctive clinical settings, which the authors review in the light of their 3 new cases. Morphologic and endoscopic examinations showed "polypoid" intraluminal formations corresponding to pneumocysts which should not be misdiagnosed with a diffuse polyposis. The most important tasks of the physician include: 1) recognition of the entity of PCI so that patients are not misdiagnosed and mismanaged as having malignancy or polyposis; and 2) differentiation of the benign noncomplicated cases from life-threatening forms (bowel necrosis, perforation, and infections), in which immediate surgery is necessary, and which are associated with high mortality.